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so to get off again with as little detention as possible.
This wish, however, was evaded; and on the Super-
intendent presently coming on board, the Private
Secretary drew him aside to ascertain that the pre-
cautions taken for the security of the Viceroy through-
out the day were complete. The Superintendent
explained that, as previously arranged, the convicts
were to be kept at their regular work, so that the
Viceroy might see the Settlement as it really was;
and that the warders had strict orders to allow no
prisoner to quit his place, A detachment of free
police, armed with muskets, was to move with the
Governor-General's party in front, flank, and rear;
and on Viper and Ross Islands, where the worst
characters are quartered, detachments of native
infantry had been detailed in support of the police.
On these islands, the only ones where any danger
was apprehended, the whole troops were under arms.
The police had strict orders to prevent any one
approaching the Viceroy* Lord Mayo, on being told
of these arrangements, said they were more than
enough, and in high spirits landed after breakfast
\vith a party of his guests.

The forenoon passed in a careful inspection of
Ross Island; its European barracks, convict lines,
headquarter establishments, and all matters con-
nected with the daily life of the Settlement The
Viceroy hit on several points which he thought
capable of improvement; and in his earnestness to
see everything for himself, and to get at the exact
facts of each question, he once or twice expressed